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I have been asked to say a few 
words about the past Astoria 
Lutheran history. — 

I can only inform you of my 
' part and of my impressions— . 
of my contact with the local re- 
ligious Lutheran movement. 

It is known to you that the 
present Trinity Lutheran church 
here in Astoria, is the culmina- 
tion of a consolidation of the 
past local Memorial Church— 
originally a German affair—and 
the past Swedish Lutheran 
Church, which was located in 
upper Astoria. 

My earliest recollection of a 
Lutheran religious movement, 
here in Astoria, was in 1883, 
the year of my arrival, when a 
certain Dr. John Gantenbein, a 
missionary preacher from Port- 
land and Dr. Richard Schiedt 
his son-in-law, conducted a Ger- 
man religious service about 
once a month or so in private 
homes. They were ministers of 
the Reformed Church, a Protes- 
tant affair. 

On account of my Lutheran 
training, I was drawn into their 
activities. 

I always, since understanding, 
was a great admirer of the Ger- 
manic Lutheran movement 
since its inception. I admired 
the courageous conduct of the 
different leaders, protesting 
against the vices and miscon- 
ceptions of the then prevailing 
religious practices—Martin Lu- 
ther, Gustav Adolph, Uhlrich 
Zwingly, Philip Melanchton, Jo- 
han Huss, John Calvin, John 
Wesley, John Knox and D. 
Erasmus—all battlers! 

Well, Dr. John Gantenbein, 
with that Saxon high forehead, 
a small man, but of forceful 
character, was my first hero in 
America. 

In his church meetings I found 
such men as John Hahn, Wm. 
Bock, John Voss, Martin Foard 
—old, old Astorians. Later such 
names as Beck, Wedekind, 
Hoefke, Fuhrman, Verschueren 


and others were prominent 1n 
early church work. 

Of course at the meetings 
there was always a preponder- 
ance of women and children, 
whose husbands and fathers 
were too engrossed with world- 
ly economics to “bother” with 
church affairs, but who sensed 
the worth of religious training 
in their families. 

Of the outstanding women, ~ 
who took’ active part in this 
early German religious move- 
ment was a particular Mrs. 
Chas. Gratke. This true Chris- 
tian woman accomplished more 
and labored harder than many 
‘sothers. She died peacefully, re- 
_clining*on a lounge, a Bible in 
her ‘hands—she went to heay- 
entry ne 

Among her children was John 
E. Gratke, of my age—and of 
deep religious convictions—who 
with me, attended the Ganten- 
bein Sunday school. He, after- 
wards was editor and owner of 
the Astoria Budget of old. He 
rose to high position in New 
York City, a sort of Chamber 
of Commerce manager. In turn, 
his son Chas. Gratke is today 
an associate editor of the Chris- 
tian Science Monitor. i 

In line with this thought, I 
may mention that the Ganten- 
bein family also rose to high 
honor in Portland. 

Of course in all our recitals 
we must exhalt the good—and 
ignore the bad. 

John Hahn was a prosperous 
shoe merchant, was elected 
mayor of Astoria, stood high in 
Oddfellowship and was even- 
tually elected Oregon state rep- 
resentative. In all of this man’s 
doings the integral part was 
honesty of purpose and true 
good citizenship, showing his 
good religious training. 

I well remember, how he re- 
cited the abuses practiced by 
our lawmakers at Salem—and 
gave us fatherly advice as to 
our doings, so far as it concern- 
ed honest, sincere and upright 
citizenship. He was one of the 
few, who held his office as a 
holy trust. : 

Later a building was provided 
under the auspices of the Ore- 
gon Lutheran Synod and’ I be- 
lieve was called at first the Zion 
Church, later the Memorial 
Church, ; 

After John Gantenbein and 
Richard C, Schiedt — who, by 
the way, is as yet living, hold- 
ing the position of professor 
emeritus of the Franklin and 
Marshall College, Lancaster, 
Penn., a college founded 1787 
in a German Pennsylvania set- 
tlement honoring Benjamin 
Franklin and Marshall, Ameri- 
can patriots of old. 


Then there was a_ Gottlieb 
Haffner, a Rey. Olinger, all 
these, I believe, were of the 
Reformed Church. 

Then came G. F. Finke, 
Buechler, Krause, Schmidt, all 
Lutherans. 


With the Reverend G. E. Ryd- 
quist the services were held in 
English—and in the year 1908 
the church was definitely or- 
ganized as an American Luther- 
an Church. | 

Then there was student min- 
ister Roy Thelander, Rev. Theo- 
dore A. Jensen, Richard Trojan, 
Carl W. Almen and, I believe, 
Rev. G. K. Andeen started the 
present Trinity Church. . ri 

During, ‘what may be called’ 
the American church regime, 
such names as Wicks, Wester- 
sund, Carlson, Nylund, Ash- 
* worth, Hansen, Wentjar, Birch, 
Lagus, Kraetsch, Palmberg, 
Rindell, Christians, and a cer- 
tain H. F. Kempe, and others 
too numerous to mention came 
into the church picture. 

Of the different ministers 
Rey. Geo. F. Finke distinguish- 
ed himself as a writer of books 
on religious archeology. He 
wrote in German, Swedish and 
English. 

I bought one of the books he 
published in English, while he 
was in Astoria. 

Mr. Finke was a highly learn- 
ed man, much too big for the 
then minor pastorate of Astoria. 
I recently read this book again. 
I find that this man treated his 
subject rather scientifically and 
conscientiously, with a broad 
worldly — yet religious under- 
standing. ° 

I present this book to the 
church as a starter, or addition, 
to the church library. It is en- 
titled “The Verdict of the Mon- 
uments.” 

During his (Finke’s) years 
Mr. Asmus Brix, oldest son of 
a German Grays River pioneer 
family, came into the picture. 
Mr. Brix was one of the found- 
ers of the present Fisher Bros. 
Co. This was another real man 
with a cosmopolitan religious 
Lutheran understanding. He 
was successful in business ven- 
tures and he and his wife did 
much for the church. 

Also Mr. and Mrs. August 
Scherneckau should be mention- 
ed as doers for the church. They 
were Eastern Oregon people— 
hotelkeeper and stockman; they 
came to Astoria to-spend their 
last years in greener surround- 
ings. Mr. Scherneckau was a 
Grand Army man—and as such 
often visited the different pub- 
lic schools, exhorting the chil- 
dren to good citizenship, As a 
councilman he served the city 
well. A small man with a some- 


what grating voice, he soon con- 
vinced anyone who heard him, 
he was a big man, had a soft 
heart and was a good citizen. 
Religious services held in his 
house were welcome affairs. 

Another person I must men- 
tion in this connection is Mrs. 
Cathrina Christians, my own 
mother-in-law. She was a good 
church attendant and a good 
woman. She took active interest 
in all church doings. The front 
window in the Trinity Church 
building is dedicated to her and 
her husband’s memory — they 
both deserve it, for reason of 
their past religious labors. 

I myself, while only passively 
interested in church work, value 

religious training as the foun- 
‘ dation of good citizenship. 

While the Swedish Lutheran 

Church building in upper As- 
toria was built about 1880 and 
was in existence, before the 
Zion-Memorial German Church 
was erected in Astoria, the 
church work proper was start- 
ed long before the buildings. 
- The distance from Astoria to 
upper Astoria, in those days 
was, comparatively, as great as 
say from Astoria to Olney, 10 
miles, today—and there was 
the matter of difference of lan- 
guage—so, it was a logical mat- 
ter, consolidating the two con- 
gregations after the distance was 
annihilated by the automobile— 
and the language was equalized 
by the use of American. 

I have watched with keen in- 
terest the development of the 
Trinity Church — the struggles 
of the different ministers and 
their wives. 

Rev. and Mrs. G. K. Andeen, 
Rev. J. A. Martin and wife and 
now the able leadership of Rev. 
and Mrs. J. W. Kempe. 

But I find that able and de- 
voted assistance is not lacking. 
With such families as Kullberg, 
Hemingson, Larson, Elfving, 
Moberg, Engbretson, Mitchell, 
Slotte, Rasmus, Rasmussen, Jo- 
hanson, Gustafson, Hedeen 
Haggblom, Seeborg, the Men’s 
Octette Choir, the Ladies’ Chor- 
us, not forgetting the different 
auxiliaries, the Misses Wicks 
and many others, too numerous 
to mention:—The host is march- 
ing on. Your combined spirit 
will carry the matter to success. 

I predict that the future will 
witness other consolidations, 
that will insure the American 
Lutheran Trinity Church the 
very strongest, largest, most 
prosperous and __ influential 
church in our city—and most 
influential as to training the 
younger generations to good, 
true citizenship. 


AUGUST HILDEBRAND 
Astoria, Ore., Sept. 14, 1939. 


